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Subject:     " CONSUMER  EACTS  ABOUT  CANNED  VEGETABLE  SUPPLIES."    Information  from 
the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  the 
Consumers'   Counsel  of  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Administration. 


We  have  a  report  today  from  Washington  on  how  this  year's  canned  vege- 
table prospects  stack  up  against  consumption  and  supplies  of  canned  vegetables 
in  other  recent  years.     The  report  is  based  on  official  estimates  from  the 
Department  of  Agriculture. 

Drought  conditions  have  had  their  effect  on  the  current  pack  of  impor- 
tant vegetable  canning  crops,  but  the  latest  estimates  based  on  crop  conditions 
do  not  show  any  serious  shortage  in  total  supplies  for  consumption  in  the  year 
ending  with  next  June. 

It  looks  as  though  each  consumer's  share  of  these  total  supplies  of 
canned  vegetables  available  for  consumption  this  year  will  be  about  5  Per  cent 
below  the  amount  we  consumed  in  1935~3^»  hut  wnen  we  compare  supplies  with 
last  year's  supplies  we  must  remember  that  we  had  unusually  large  supplies  of 
canned  goods  last  year.     So  even  if  we  can't  match  that  abnormally  big  pack 
of  canned  vegetables,  we  can  more  than  match  the  pack  of  any  other  recent  year. 
In  fact,  we'll  have  over  one-fifth  more  canned  vegetables  per  person  this  year 
than  we  averaged  in  the  five  years  1925  through  1929.     The  reason  total  canned 
vegetable  supplies  were  not  reduced  any  more  than  they  were,  according  to  our 
Government  report,   is  that  we  started  the  season  with  so  much  left  over  from 
the  extra  big  quantity  canned  last  year.     This  last  season  ended  on  a  plus  note, 
since  more  canned  food  was  left  in  storage  at  the  end  of  the  season  that  was  in 
storage  at  the  beginning  from  the  year  before,   since  consumers  had  not  used  as 
much  as  canners  had  packed  that  year.     Consequently  a  part  of  last  year' s  pack 
is  available  for  use  this  year,  and  that  is  why  our  total  supplies  are  not 
reduced  very  much  by  the  deep  cut  in  this  year's  crop. 

Drought  is  primarily  responsible  for  this  year's  short  crop  for  canning. 
Farmers  actually  planted  more  acreage  this  year  to  these  crops  than  they  har- 
vested last  year,  more  than  they  had  planted  in  any  other  recent  year  because 
the  demand  for  canned  vegetables  has  been  going  up  during  the  last  3  years. 
Up  through  May  it  looked  as  though  we'd  have  an  unusually  big  crop.     But  in 
June  the  dry  weather  began  to  change  the  picture.    By  July  the  forecasters  were 
estimating  that  the  total  pack  would  be  7  million  cases  below  1935-     But  the 
hot  dry  spell  in  August  caused  the  most  damage,  and  cut  the  estimated  pack  to 
16  million  cases  under  1935*     September  rains  broke  the  drought  completely. 
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Of  course  the 'drought  did  not  hit  all  the  vegetables  with  equal  force. 
There  are  10  canning  vegetable  crops,  and  of  four  of  them  the  supplies  will  "be 
"bigger  than  a  year  ago.     We'll  have  "bigger  supplies  this  year  than  last  of  canned 
tomatoes,  tomato  juice,  lima  "beans,  and  asparagus.     The  ones  that  are  most  re- 
duced from  last  year  are  canned  peas,  corn  and  sauerkraut.     Less  decrease  shows 
up  in  supplies  of  canned  spinach  and  "beets,  and  still  less  in  string  "beans. 

Tomatoes  are  the  largest  single  item  in  the  total  vegetable  pack  in  any 
year.     This  year  the  supplies  of  canned  tomatoes  available  per  person  are  ex- 
pected to  be  slightly  larger  than  last  year's  and  almost  one- fifth  above  average. 

Green  peas  are  next  in  importance  to  canned  tomatoes,  and  this  year's 
canning  supplies  have  been  reduced  almost  one-third  from  last  year's  crop  of 
over  a  quarter  million  tons.     But  though  we'll  have  a  third  less  than  last  year's 
high  supplies  of  canned  peas,  we'll  have  only  one-eighth  less  than  the  average 
per  capita  consumption  of  canned  peas. 

Sweet  corn  is  the  third  largest  canning  crop.     Farmers  planted  more  acres 
than  usual  this  year,  even  more  than  the  unusually  large  acreage  last  year,  but 
they  got  the  lowest  per-acre  yield  on  record.     The  result  will  probably  be  that 
our  per  capita  canned  sweet  corn  supplies  will  be  about  one-third  below  1935  an(l 
a  little  over  one-fifth  below  average. 

We'll  have  about  one-tenth  more  canned  asparagus  this  year  than  we  had 
last,  but  about  one-seventh  less  canned  spinach.     Even  though  these  vegetables 
are  both  produced  mainly  on  the  West  coast  where  they  escaped  the  drought,  still 
the  drought  hit  spinach  production  in  other  parts  of  the  country  so  much  that 
it  pulled  the  total  spinach  pack  down  below  last  year' s  and  below  normal. 

Canned  string  beans  are  taking  a  cut  of  about  one-tenth  from  last  year, 
but  canned  lima  beans  step  up_  nearly  a  third.     Together,  the  string  and  lima 
bean  supplies  are  more  than  double  their  average  per  capita  consumption  from 
1925  through  1929  and  larger  than  in  any  other  recent  year. 

Sauerkraut  suffered  more  than  any  other  canning  crop  from  the  drought. 
The  reason  is  that  the  production  of  cabbage  for  kraut  this  year  was  only  two- 
thirds  of  its  1935  record.    And  the  result  is  that  per  capita  supplies  of  canned 
sauerkraut  this  year  are  expected  to  be.  almost  a  third  below  last  year  and  more 
than  a  quarter  below  average. 

Our  report  ends  with  good  news  for  people  who  have  become  addicted  to 
tomato  juice.     It  looks  as  though  we  would  have  a  record  supply  this  year. 
Responding  to  consumer  demand,  tomato  growers  have  boosted  their  plantings, 
and  last  year1 s  tomato  juice  pack  was  nearly  fifty  times  as  big  as  the  pack 
of  1929.    This  year  we're  expecting  to  beat  that  record. 
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